THE LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY VIII

* cura animarum' was to be reserved to Rome as before. The
Princess Mary was to be declared legitimate. The suppressed
abbeys were to have their lands, houses and goods restored. So
the recital went on, for twenty-four heads, the eighth requiring
the condign punishment of Cromwell and Rich as * subverters of
the good laws of the realm and maintainers and inventors of
heretics'. A Parliament at Nottingham or York, 'and that
shortly' was also required. Such were a few of the articles that
Aske took to Doncaster and presented to Norfolk on December 5:
and that Norfolk was well prepared for their demands is evident
from the following extract from one of Henry's letters, dated by
the Letters and Papers, December 2.

vi.To NORFOLK

. . . And first, we marvel much that you do all write unto
us in such extreme and desperate sort, as though the world should
be in manner turned uppe soo down, unless we would, in certain
points, condescend to the petitions of the rebels; that is to say,
specially, for a free general pardon and a Parliament; having not
yet spoken with them; ne any other grounds or foundation to
maintain your opinions and desires for our agreement therunto;
as it appeareth unto us both by your said letters and by the rela-
tion of our said servant, but only such general bruits as be con-
veyed unto you by your espials: whereunto as we cannot deny but
you must adhibit some credit, so we think your wisdom should
again have considered that all devices and idle words, set forth
and spoken by light and seditious persons, take not, even by and
bye, that effect that they would desire.   But admitting that the
rebels be, indeed, as cancredly disposed and in as good areadi-
ness as you write, and as is reported; we marvel greatly that
neither you, our Cousin of Shrewsbury, have been so diligent in
the viewing, storing, and fortifying of the fords of the River
of Don as our former letters, long sithens addressed unto you
for that purpose, did require; ne that you, our Cousin of
Norfolk, and our Admiral, have no more earnestly, sithens your
arrival in those parts, devised upon the same; both knowing that